
August, 15, 2014 
Dear Families, 
Pinebrook Elementary school continues to pursue excellence!  Beginning our 10th school year, we are 

STEAM-ing forward into the 21st century as we work to inspire innovators, problem solvers, and artists 

that love learning. Our goal is to help our students to be great learners and great people. 
This year will be our second year of the Science Technology Engineering Arts Math (STEAM) initiative. We 

will have two major focus points in STEAM. First, we plan to increase the number of STEAM lessons to be 

completed. Second, we will work to improve our skill of weaving STEAM-type thinking into the everyday 

curriculum. By improving our ability to integrate STEAM activities into the regular learning, STEAM will 

seem less of an an “add on” activity, but an active part of the regular learning routine and thus helping 

students to experience a greater amount of analyzing and synthesizing thinking skills, more commonly 

called “critical thinking skills.” The STEAM learning pattern of brainstorming designing, and analyzing 

information through the regular curriculum will greatly compliment our desire to help students experience 

the world in many ways. 
We are also excited about our reinvented reading incentive program. Those details will roll out in the 

beginning weeks of school. Again, the purpose and root of change is to help our students learn the love of 

reading. If there is a gift that a school can give a child, it would be the gift of loving to read. It is our goal 

that increased teacher-student conversations about reading helps students to see the excitement and 

wonder of a good book. 
As always, we look for your support through volunteering. Pinebrook is fortunate to have such a strong 

PTA under the elected officers and President Andrea Carroll. Last year, the PTA provided, among many 

things, chromebook devices that students will be able to use to support academic assessment and skill 

practice. Already, officers and Mrs. Carroll have met with Mrs. Rodgers, Mr. Cramer and I to lay out an 

exciting calendar of events to bring our community together as we work to do the very very best for the 

children at Pinebrook Elementary. 
The staff and I are very excited about this school year. We welcome you to be part of the learning 

experience at our school as much as you can. We know that this school is one of the best and it’s because 

all of us have the great desire and want to work so that the students at Pinebrook are able to become 

their very best. 
 

Forever grateful to be your principal, 
Mr. Thiessen 

  

Following are some important dates, times and information: 

1. There is still time to send in or bring in your flat puma! Please send it over 

so we can post them in the lobby near the music room! 



  

2. August 22 – Student placement letters will be sent home! Find out who your 

child’s teacher with a letter and a note! 

  

3.  Aug. 27 is Kindergarten Orientation. 

1. The AM student session is at 9:00am 

2. The PM student session is at 10:20am 

  

4.  Aug. 28 at 

1. 9:30 in the gym – Kiss-n-ride meeting to discuss the changes to the 

kiss-n-ride routine (See below) 

2. 9:30 in the music room is the Patrol Meeting (5th grade students only) 

3. 10:30 – 11:45 is Pinebrook Open House – come and see your new 

classroom and drop off supplies! 

4. 11:45 – 12:45 is Popsicles with the Principals outside the gym 

  

5.  Sep. 2 - First day of school and the 10th year of learning at Pinebrook 

begins! 

  

6. Back to school night is on Thursday, September 18 

1. Session 1 is from 5:30 – 6:15 

2. Session 2 is from 6:45 – 7:30 

3. The times may vary so stay close to the website. We’ll post any 

changes as soon as possible. 

  

7. The kiss-n-ride routine has changed. Attached is a map of the new kiss-n-ride 

plan during arrival and dismissal. Most easily explained, the current exit point 

through the ball field parking will become the entrance point as well as the main 

exit point. Parents will enter at the ball field parking lot, weave themselves around 

the parking lot by the gym and curve around to the regular kiss-n-ride drop off 



point along the sidewalk in front of the gym doors. Students will still enter 

through the cafeteria. 

 

1. The change is intended to remove a greater amount of cars from 

Summerall Drive which will increase traffic lanes on Summerall yet maintain 

a healthier flow of cars to the school. Traffic on Mindful court will also 

decrease. 

  

2. An additional benefit to the new design is that lesser traffic on Mindful will 

provide a safer walking environment those students walking to Pinebrook. 

  

3. On Aug. 28 at 9:30am in the gym, LCPS transportation and Pinebrook 

Administration will have a meeting to explain the kiss-n-ride routines and 

answer any questions or clarify points. 

 Kiss n Ride Route 

8. Follow us on Twitter @PThiessen_LCPS or search Pinebrook Elementary 
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